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This week’s community profile: Suring 
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Family heirloom: Suring Village President Jay Tou- engine that has been in their family since their 
sey, left, and his brother Tony Tousey show a steam father bought it in 1920. 










Short cut Barber Jim Boettcher gives a haircut to Lawn cut Frank Saletn mows the lawn at the Maple 
Elton Gtese of Sunng at Jim s Surrng Barber Shop Valley Golf Club, a mne-hoie course. 


‘Everybody knows everybody’ 
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By Lisa Sumter 

Press-Gazette 

SURING — Jim Boettcher cuts right 
to the chase when he talks about this 
Oconto County community. 

"Its a hell of a good place to bring up 
children." the barber says as he gives a 
customer a trim. "You could make more 
money in Milwaukee or someplace like 
that, but I don’t want to live in Milwau- 

_ kee or Chica- 

Press-Gazette photos go or even 

by Joan Gutheridge Green Bay.” 

Residents of 

Suring. a village about 50 miles north¬ 
west of Green Bay, admit they must drive 
farther than some people to see a movie 
or visit a mall, but they say the quality of 
life here makes the tradeoff worthwhile. 

Settled as a logging and farming com¬ 
munity and established as a village in 
1915, Suring has maintained its link to 
the past. No sawmills are in the village 
anymore, but a wood pallet manufactur¬ 
er is. A farm cooperative serves the many 
farms that surround Suring. 

The largest employer, Nu-Line Indus¬ 
tries. provides jobs for 381 people. Suring 
School, kindergarten through grade 12. 
is here along with several supper clubs, 
taverns, retail businesses, a nursing 
home, parks, churches and the village's 
first full-time medical clinic. 

The area’s abundant natural resources 
are perfect for residents who spend spare 
time hunting, fishing and trap shooting 
The Sunng Sportsman's Club is an active 
group that has won many awards 

In some ways Sunng is a typical "ev¬ 
erybody knows everybody" kind of place, 
says Boettcher, who owns Jim’s Sunng 
Barber Shop. 704 Main St. 
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"You get to know things you don’t 
want to know and things you probably 
shouldn’t know." he says wryly. 

Boettcher speaks frankly, with a gen¬ 
erous dose of humor that is suited to 
shooting the bull with customers all day. 

Suring provides an escape from the 
cramped spaces, crime and other troubles 
in the big city, he says. 

"It's a little smaller and in a small com¬ 
munity you know all the bad guys and 
you can kind of keep an eye on them." 

It may be small but that doesn't mean 
Suring isn’t growing. Village President 
Jay Tousey says. Since the 1980 census. 
Suhng’s has gone from 581 to 650 people. 

"If you stand still you die," says Tou¬ 
sey. co-owner of Tousey Manufacturing. 
"Whether it’s a business or a community 
you always have to grow.” 

Several empty storefronts on Main 
Street don’t concern Touaey. He says 
turnover is natural. But he keeps a close 
eye on the situation, working with local 
real estate agents to ensure the business¬ 
es don’t remain vacant too long 

A major project in Sunng is raising 
funds to expand a child care center. Tou* 


The Suring file 

□ Population: 650 

C Famous test: Suring has held one 
of the area s most popular Labor Day 
parades and weekend celebrations 
since the 1940s. 

□ Tasty tradition: The Boarding 
House Supper Club, 632 Main St., has 
a reputation for good food in an old- 
fashioned atmosphere It opened as a 
boarding house in 1896 and is owned 
by John and Jana Peek 

sey says the goal is to raise $100,000. Nu- 
Line has agreed to contribute $35,000 and 
match future donations up to $.‘35,000. 

Frank Saletn. Route 2. formerly of Chi¬ 
cago. looks over the golf course adjoin¬ 
ing his home and says Chicagoans can 
keep their windy city. A native of Buda¬ 
pest, Hungary, Saletn. 89. lived in Chica¬ 
go until 1944 when he and his wife. Ame¬ 
lia. 71, moved to Suring. 

He says he doesn’t regret the move. 
The Saletns farmed for 15 years after 
moving to Sunng. In 1963 they bought 
more land, which they turned into a nine- 
hole golf course. Maple Valley Golf Club. 
Their son John owns the course now and 
Frank golfs four or five times a week. 

’Tve enjoyed my life here; it’s been 
very good to us." Frank says. 

Amelia, who cans vegetables from her 
garden in her spare time, likes being 
around the golf course. 

"You know what I like about the golf 
course — all summer long you meet so 
many nice people." she says. 


■ Next 

County 


: Slovan in Kewaunee 









